
 

 

Mann Ki Baat 

Monthly radio broadcast 

• Speaker: Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

2. Key Message & Appeal: 

• Primary Mantra: "Vocal for Local" 

• Path: "Aatmanirbhar Bharat" (Self-reliant India) 

• Goal: "Developed India" 

• Core Appeal: Urged citizens to take pride in and purchase "swadeshi" (made in 
India) products, especially with the upcoming festival season (Ganesh Chaturthi, 
Durga Puja, Deepavali). 

• Context: Mentioned as a response to trade turmoil, specifically referencing U.S. 
President Donald Trump imposing a 50% tariR on Indian goods. 

3. Expression of Anguish: 

• Subject: Havoc caused by natural disasters during the monsoon season. 

• Impacts Cited: Destroyed homes, submerged fields, ruined families, swept-away 
bridges, washed-away roads, and general danger to people. 

• Sentiment: Stated these incidents have saddened every Indian. 

4. Acknowledgment of Relief EJorts: 

• Responders: National and state emergency forces, security forces, local 
populations, social workers, doctors, and the administration. 

• EJort: Worked day and night during the crisis. 

• Technology Deployed: Thermal cameras, life detectors, sniRer dogs, and drone 
surveillance. 

5. Highlights from Jammu & Kashmir: 

• Event 1: First day-night cricket match in Pulwama, noted for a record turnout and 
described as a sign of changing times. 

• Event 2: First 'Khelo India Water Sports Festival' held at Dal Lake in Srinagar. 

• Recognition: Specifically mentioned speaking to gold medalist Mohsin Ali from 
J&K, stating the youth of the region have great potential. 

6. Global Recognition of Indian Culture: 

• Example 1: Unveiling of a 51-foot statue of Lord Ram in Mississauga, Canada. 

• Example 2: An exhibition in Vladivostok, Russia, showcasing paintings of 
Ramayana themes made by Russian children. 



 

 

• Sentiment: Described the growing global awareness of Indian culture as 
"heartening." 

 

APPLIED-UPSC MAINS  

For GS Paper II (Governance) 

Theme: Development in Jammu & Kashmir 

• Conceptual Link: The mention of positive events in Pulwama and Srinagar post 
the abrogation of Article 370 is highly significant for GS II (issues in J&K). 

• How to Apply: 

o Governance and Development: Use these examples (sports events) to 
argue that the government's focus is now on "normalcy" and development 
in the region, aiming to integrate it with the mainstream and provide 
avenues for youth engagement to wean them away from militancy. 

o Soft Power & Outreach: The act of the PM highlighting these events in his 
national address is itself a powerful tool of communication and 
confidence-building. It signals a change in narrative for the region. 

 
Theme: India's Soft Power and Cultural Diplomacy 

• Conceptual Link: The global recognition of Indian culture (Ramayana, Ram 
statue in Canada, exhibition in Russia) is a classic example of "Soft Power". 

• How to Apply: 

o In Answers: Use these examples when discussing the spread of Indian 
culture abroad. It shows the universal appeal of Indian epics and how 
culture can be a tool of international relationsto build bridges and foster 
people-to-people connections. 

o Diaspora: The statue in Canada also highlights the role of the Indian 
diaspora in promoting Indian culture globally. 

 

For GS Paper III (Indian Economy) 

Theme: "Vocal for Local" and "Aatmanirbhar Bharat" (Self-Reliant India) 

• Conceptual Link: This is a core government policy that touches upon multiple 
areas of the Economy syllabus. 

• How to Apply: 

o Challenges in the Indian Economy: Use this as a contemporary example 
for questions on issues like: 



 

 

§ Unemployment: How promoting local MSMEs and industries can 
generate employment. 

§ Slump in Demand: How a 'swadeshi' push can boost domestic 
demand and revive the economy. 

§ Global Trade Turbulence: As mentioned (US tariRs), it's a strategy 
to insulate the Indian economy from external shocks and protect its 
interests in a protectionist global environment. 

o Industrial Policy: Analyze it as a modern-day "Import Substitution" 
strategy, but with a focus on export competitiveness as well. You can 
compare and contrast it with historical industrial policies. 

o MSME Sector: This is the bedrock of the "Vocal for Local" campaign. 
Discuss how policies like the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, 
easier credit, and formalization eRorts (UDYAM, GST) are enabling MSMEs 
to become national and global champions. 

o Supply Chain Resilience: The pandemic and recent global events have 
shown the danger of over-reliance on global supply chains. This policy 
aims to develop robust local and national supply chains. 

Theme: Disaster Management 

• Conceptual Link: The PM's anguish over natural disasters is a direct link to the 
Disaster Management syllabus. 

• How to Apply: 

o Use in Answers: Cite the PM's statement to highlight the increasing 
frequency and intensity of natural disasters in India (link to Climate Change 
for GS Paper III and I). 

o Technology in Disaster Management: The specific mention of thermal 
cameras, life detectors, sniJer dogs, and drone surveillance is a 
perfect example for a question on the role of technology in disaster 
response. You can write about how drones are used for mapping aRected 
areas, delivering supplies, and assessing damage. 

o Multi-Stakeholder Approach: Note how the response involved NDRF, 
SDRF, local administration, security forces, and social workers. This is a 
key principle of disaster management—a collaborative eRort between 
central, state, and local bodies, along with civil society. 

 


